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Tracing the History of the Erectus and Naledi
The Homo Erectus is the species that most closely resembles the Homo Sapiens. Its cranial features hold various similarities to those found in the current Homo species. Its cranium was low and long, with significantly large brow ridges and a flat frontal bone. Its skull was widest near the base and its face had a projected face. This allowed its nose to project outwardly as opposed to previous species that had flattened noses. Its cranial capacity was higher than previous species of the genus, with the capacity placed at between 750 and 1225cc (Rightmire, 19). Its braincase was quite long in relation to its height. Neck muscle attachment was a distinctive feature of the H. erectus cranium because of its projecting nuchal torus. 
The post-cranial features were largely similar to modern humans but more robust. The H. erectus species were stronger and generally taller than modern humans. Its hind limbs were longer than previous species but the proportion of hind limb to forelimb length is similar to Homo sapiens. These characteristics improved the locomotive abilities of the H. erectus in comparison to their ancestors. Its longer limbs allowed the species to have better control of bipedal locomotion and handling of items in its surroundings. It enabled this species to colonize new lands through tools and inventions such as fire (Rightmire, 47). The pelvic bones of the H. erectus were narrower than modern humans. This suggests that they were more efficient at walking than their ancestors as well as the early sapiens. 
The Homo Naledi is the most recently discovered species of our genus. Remains found in South Africa in 2015 suggest that the H. naledi lived on the planet at the same time as the earliest ancestors of the modern humans. The H. naledi are classified as being as old as three million years old with recent findings dated at 300,000 years ago (Thackeray, 2). They had a small braincase, human-like feet and small human-like teeth. While its fingers were curved, its wrist and palm had a similar shape to modern humans. They also had a small endocranial volume compared to the erectus and sapiens species. However, its pelvic area, shoulders and proximal lemur were more primitive. 
In our genus family tree, the H. naledi would fall in line with the Homo Habilis, Homo Rudolfensis and Australopithecus Sediba.  This species should be part of our genus because it held certain similarities to modern humans, including feet, wrists, palms and teeth. In addition, if its age is fully verified it would mean that they shared the planet with the early Homo sapiens. It would be an amazing discovery as this would indicate a shadow or parallel lineage on earth from about 2 million ago sharing the landscape with the early ancestors of the modern human.
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